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1. Age

Age is the interval of time between the date of birth and the date of the census, expressed in completed solar years. 

Information on age may be secured either by obtaining the date (year, month and day) of birth or by asking directly for age at the person’s last birthday.

In the 1989 and 1999 Population Censuses in Vietnam, information on age was collected according to the first method, that is asking about the date of birth. Regulations on asking and recording the information on date of birth were the same between the two censuses and they were detailed as following:

“The fieldworker asks and records the information on real date of birth of the respondent in solar calendar in order to record into a code box...

In fact, collecting the precise information on date of birth (day, month, year) from many people, especially from elders is not easy. So that, the fieldworker should have some attentions as following:

a) In the case when the respondent only remember his/her date of birth (month, year) in lunar calendar:

· When the respondent providing the information on his/her date of birth, it is extremely important that the fieldworker should make some more questions to verify which calendar system the date of birth is based on (solar or lunar calendar). If the respondent reply that the date of birth based on lunar calendar, the fieldworker should plus one month to have the month of birth in solar calendar (because the month of lunar year is usually one month slowly than the month of solar year) ... December in lunar year is the same time with January of the following solar year.

· If the respondent only remember his date of birth in lunar year, the fieldworker should use the “Table to harmonize the year between solar calendar and lunar calendar” to transfer the lunar year into solar year.

· In the case that the respondent only remember his age in lunar calendar, his year of birth in solar calendar can be calculated with the following formula:

(Year of the census) – (Age in lunar calendar) + 1 = (Year of birth in solar calendar)

b) In the case that the respondent do not remember his month of birth in both solar and lunar calendar.

· When the respondent do not remember his month of birth: The fieldworker should make some more questions about how many month the respondent’s time of birth is before or after the Lunar new year or which season the respondent was born... to estimate his date of birth in solar calendar.

c) In the case that the respondent do not remember his year of birth and his age: The fieldworker should make some more questions, for example, at which age the respondent have the first/last child... to estimate his year of birth in solar calendar (The 1999 census: Interviewer manual, page 21-22). 

2. SEx 

Up to now, the information on sex (male or female) was collected continuously in all the population censuses of Vietnam. Codes of this variable are the exactly the same for the 1989 and 1999 censuses (male=1; Female=2).

3. Marital status 

Definition:

Marital status is the personal status of each individual in relation to the marriage laws or customs of the country.

The Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Census, of the United Nations (1998) states that the categories of marital status should be identified in accordance with at least 5 criteria as follows: (a) Single, in other words, never married; (b) married; (c) widowed and not remarried; (d) divorced and not remarried; and (e) married but separated.

The information on marital status of population collected in the 1989 and 1999 Population Census of Vietnam is in accordance with the Recommendations of the United Nations with the following definitions:

Single: All persons who have never been married (but may have children).

Married: All persons who were married by law or custom or lived with an opposite sex partner as husband and wife were considered as married. 

Widow/widower: A person whose husband of wife had died and has not remarried.  

Divorced: A person who were married at some time in the past but had been divorced by law and had not remarried yet.

Separated: A person who had been married, was not formally divorced, but living apart from spouse (The 1999 census: Interviewer manual, page 19-20).

Comparison: This variable is the same in the 1989 and 1999 censuses. 

4. Relationship to head of household

The census questionnaires in the 1989 and 1999 Population Censuses was designed for each household, the information of each person was recorded in a column, from the first person of the household (head of household) to the last one. “Information of each person should be recorded in a separate column. The information of the head of household or his substitute should be recorded in the first column “Person 1”. The information of other members in the household should be in turn recorded in the left columns of the questionnaire” (The 1989 census, Administrative report, Vol. 2, page 281).

The methods to define and classify the other members of the household are deferent between the 1989 and 1999 Population Census. 

1989:

In the 1989 Population Census, the information on relationship to head of household was collected in form of 7 categories as following: (i) Head of household; (ii) Husband/wife; (iii) Child(ren); (iv) Father/mother; (v) Grandchild; (vi) Other relatives; and (vii) Non-relatives.

Head of household: Representative of the household recognized by its members.

Husband/wife: included all persons live with the head of household as spouse whether they were recognized by the law or not (consists of concubine).

Child(ren): regards to all children of the head of household including his/her own child, foster-child, spouse of child or step-child of husband/wife of the head of household. 

Father/mother: regards to father/mother of the head of household including own parent, foster-parent, parent of husband/wife of the head of household.

Grandchild(ren): regards to all children of the children of the head of households. 

Other relatives: regards to all persons related to the head of household: brother, sister, niece, aunt,...

Non-relatives: included all persons who are hired workers, friends,... with no relative to the head of household.

1999:

In the 1999 Population Census, the information on relationship to head of household was collected in form of 5 categories as following: (i) Head of household; (ii) Husband/wife; (iii) Own-Child(ren); (iv) Father/mother; and (v) non-relatives.

Head of household: Representative of the household recognized by its members.

Husband/wife: included all persons live with the head of household as spouse whether they were recognized by the law or not (consists of concubine).

Child(ren): is the own child(ren) of the head of household.

Father/mother: regards to father/mother of the head of household including own parent, foster-parent, parent-in-law of the head of household. 

Other relation: regards to all persons who have relation to head of household as: step-child(ren) of husband/wife of the head of household, spouse of child(ren) of the head of household, adopted-child(ren), brother, sister, aunt, uncle, grandparent, grand-children, friends, stooge...

The following table shows the stratification the variable of relationship to the head of household in the 1989 and 1999 Population Census

Comparison of the stratification the variable of relationship to the head of household

in the 1989 and 1999 Population

1999
1989

Name of category
Code
Name of category
Code

Head of household
1
Head of household
1

Husband/wife
2
Husband/wife
2

Child(ren)
3
Child(ren)
3

Father/mother
4
Adopted-children/spouse of children


Other relatives
5
Father/mother
4



Adopted-father(mother); Father/mother-in-law 




Grandchildren
5



Other family relatives 
6



Non family relatives
7

Comparison:

The above definitions and table show that only two indicators of “Head of household” and “Husband/wife of the head of household” are the same between the 1989 and 1999 Population Census.

5. education

The following indicators on education were collected in the 1989 and 1999 Population Censuses: school attendance; literacy; and educational attainment. The content of these indicators has not changed much between the two censuses. So that if there is some modification, these indicators can be easily compared.

5.1. School attendance

Definition:

The indicator on school attendance defined population’s attendance in national education system. Change in the definition can affect estimating the level of popularity of official education system.

The United Nations recommends that the definition of official education should be defined so accurately that all the programs are determined clearly. According to the international standard classification of education, the latest definition on education is that: “Education is taken to comprise all deliberate and systematic activities designed to meet learning needs” (United Nations, 1998, page 76, para. 2.150).

1989:

In 1989, school was defined as follows: “School is taken to comprise of the general schools and other kinds of equivalent schools such as: technical worker schools, continuation schools, industrial-agricultural supplementary schools...”. With this definition, in the 1989 Population Census, the indicator of school attendance was collected in one of three following categories:

a). Attending school
If a person is currently attending general school (or other equivalent kinds of school), the fieldworker will make a cross-mark in box with code “1“ (Attending school).

b). Attended in the past
If a person had attended general school (or other equivalent kinds of school) before but now he had stopped school already, the fieldworker will make a cross-mark in box with code “2” (Stopped schooling).

c). Never attended

If a person has never attended school (or other equivalent kinds of school) before, the fieldworker will make a cross-mark in box with “3” (No schooling).

1999:

In 1999, school attendance is defined as the situation of a person who is studying at general school education or professional institution (junior college and higher) which is accepted by the Government, such as, primary school, secondary school, high school of general school education and other professional school including undergraduate and higher which belong to the education system of the state, semi-state, or private sector; or at equivalent schools (including other types of on the job, in-service, open system in order to gain general or technical, professional knowledge systematically in a certain period of time. With this definition, in the 1999 Population Census, the indicator of school attendance was collected in one of three following categories:

a). Attending school

If a respondent is currently attending general school or graduate and post-graduate program, the fieldworker will circle code 1 (Attending school).

b). Attended in the past

If a respondent had stopped attending general school or professional education, the fieldworker will circle code 2 (Stopped schooling).

c). Never attended

If a respondent have never attended school or professional education, the fieldworker will circle code 3 (No schooling).

Comparison:

So there are some differences in school attendance between the 1989 and 1999 Population Census. In 1989, only person who is currently attending in general school (or other equivalent schools) is considered as attending school; but in 1999, person who is attending in undergraduate, graduate or post-graduate is also considered as attending school.

5.2. Literacy 

Data on literacy collected in the 1989 and 1999 Population Censuses was distinguished into two categories: “literate” and “illiterate”.

Definition:

1989:

· “Literate person”: is the one who can, with understanding, both read and write a short, simple statement in his/her national language, ethnic language or a foreign language.

· “Illiterate person” is the one who:

+ Cannot both read and write, with understanding, such a simple statement in his/her national language, ethnic language or a foreign language.

+ Have been able read and write before, but for some reasons, now he/she cannot (reilliterate person) (The 1989 census, Administrative report, Volume 2, page. 104).

1999: 

“Literate person is the one who can, with understanding, both read and write a short, simple statement in his/her national language, ethnic language or a foreign language.


A person has ability to read and write only figures and his or her own name should be considered illiterate, as should a person who can read but not write as well as one who can read and write only a ritual phrase that has been memorized. Illiterate person also regards to a person who have attended school before, but now for some reasons he/she can not read or write (reilliterate)” (The 1999 census: Interviewer manual, page 29).

Comparison

Hence, although the definitions on literacy was expressed in different ways,  but in the aspect of substance they are the same. However, the ways to collect information on each definitions are deferent:

1989: 

In the 1989 Population Census, the question on literacy was be given firstly and directly for all persons aged 5 years and over.

1999

In the 1999 Population and Housing Census, the question on literacy is the last question (in the part of educational attainment) and only was asked to those who has never attended school (Question 10 coded “3”), or to persons who had classified to the group of code “1” in question 11 and “School grade” is under 5.

5.3. Highest educational level

In 1970, UNESCO promulgated International Standard Classification of educations (ISCED) in order to standardize collecting, synthesizing and publishing the statistic information on education.

To classify the information on educational attainment from people who did attend school and people who are currently attending school, the information on educational attainment in the population censuses of Vietnam was recorded according to levels detailed as following:

1989:

In the 1989 Population Census, information on educational attainment was recorded in the form of “The highest grade of general school attained”. Record the highest grade of general education that the respondent completed successfully. Record the grade enclosed with the educational system that the respondent attended. 

The respondent who is currently attending (or had attended before but not completed yet) at any grade, for example, grade 9, the fieldworker will record the grade right before (grade 8) that the respondent has successfully completed.” (The 1989 census, Administrative report, Volume 2, page 105).

1999:

In the 1999 Population and Housing Census, educational attainment was recorded in form of “The highest grade of education that the respondent is currently attending or successfully completed”.

Circle code “1”: and record the highest grade in general education program that he/she is attending (or completed) with the educational system in the case where the respondent is currently attending general school or had stopped school and has never attended in any professional program, or the respondent who is attending or had completed technical worker and secondary vocational institutions. 

· Grade of general school: For person who is currently attending school, the fieldworker will record the current grade that he/she attending. For person who had stopped school, the fieldworker will record the highest grade that he/she completed (had passed or successfully completed). For person who is currently attending or has completed a technical worker, secondary vocational institutions, the fieldworker will record the highest grade in general education program that he/she completed (had passed or successfully completed).

· Educational system: is based on the last grade of upper secondary in general school that a person must attend to complete the general school education according to regulation of the Government at his/her schooling time. In Vietnam, there are 2 education system, is that, system 10 and system 12.
2. Circle code “2”, or “3”, or “4”: in turn for person who is currently attending or had completed undergraduate, graduate or post-graduate. 

Comparison:

Thus, there are some differences in “The highest grade of general education” between the 1989 and 1999 Population Census. In 1989, “The highest grade of general education” was record basing on the grade that the respondent had passed (or completed). But in 1999, for person who is currently attending school, “The highest grade of general education” was recorded with the grade he/she is attending. In the 1989 Census, all persons who are currently attending or had completed undergraduate or graduate, the fieldworker would record grade 12 in column “The highest grade of general education”. But in the 1999 Census, all persons who are currently attending or had completed undergraduate, graduate or higher, the fieldworker would record the respective level (undergraduate, graduate or higher), even they have not completed this level of education yet. 
6. Qualification

In the 1989 and 1999 censuses, information on qualification had been collected for all people aged 13 and over by the question “The highest qualification did the person complete”. The aim of this question is to determine the highest qualification that people had achieved since leaving school.

The definitions of the types of qualification are following:

i). No qualification (unskilled): persons who have no diploma or certificate of specialization, technical or professional training.

ii). Technical workers with certificate: persons who have a diploma or certificate of the institutions below secondary professional level.

iii). Technical workers without certificate: persons who have a skill as technical workers with certificate, but they did not attended the official institution, so they have no any the certificate. (This type of qualification had been used for the 1989 census only, not for the 1999 census).

iv). Secondary professional (Secondary vocational): persons who have the certificate of secondary professional school.

v). Undergraduate: persons who have a diploma from a undergraduate institution.

vi). Graduate: persons who have a diploma from a graduate institution.

vii). Master/Assistant Ph. D/Ph. D. (Higher graduate): persons who have the degree of Master/Assistant Ph. D/Ph. D.

Information on the field of study in accordance with that type of the qualification completed also have been gathered. The classification of the field of study have been used for coding these information.  The set of classification of the field of study used for the 1989 census is full deferent in comparison to that used for the  1999 census. Detail information about this matter are presented in the essay “Differences between the classification of the filed of study used in the 1989 and 1999 censuses”.

The following table shows the type and code of the qualification in the 1989 and 1999 censuses.

Question on qualification

 in the 1999 census
Question on qualification

 in the 1989 census

Type of qualification
Code
Type of qualification
Code

No qualification and no certificate
1
No qualification
1

Technical worker with certificate
2
Technical worker with certificate
2



Technical worker without certificate
3

Secondary vocational
3
Secondary vocational
4

Undergraduate
4
Undergraduate
5

Graduate
5
Graduate
5

Master
6
Higher graduate
6

Assistant Ph. D.
7



Ph. D.
8



Comparison:

There are three differences of the question on qualification between the 1989 and 1999 censuses as follows:

1. The item of “technical worker without certificate” was included in the 1989 census, but not included in the 1999 census. According to the 1999 census instruction, technical workers without certificate is considered as persons have no qualification.

2. In the 1989 census, the undergraduate and graduate persons has the same code (Code “5”). But in the 1999 census, the undergraduate has one code (Code “4”), the graduate has another code (Code “5”).

3. In the 1989 census, persons with degree of Master or Assistant Ph. D. or Ph. D. has one code (Code “6”). But in the 1999 census, each from these degrees has one code (Code “6” for master; Code “7” for Assistant Ph. D.; and code “8” for Ph. D.).  

7. Economically active and employment

To compare the indicators of economically active population and employment, there are 4 topics that need to be noted: (i) Minimum age limit; (ii) Reference period, that is the time using to observed; (iii) Definitions on economically active population and employment; and (iv) Typical characteristics of economic activities that be collected in each census.

7.1 Minimum age limit

According to the Recommendations of the United Nations, in principle the information on economic activities needs to be collected from whole population. In fact, however, this information just need to be collected from a segment of population of a certain minimum age and this age is set basing on each nation’s requirement. The Recommendations also states that a maximum age limit for measurement of the segment of economically active population should normally not be used because a considerable number of elderly beyond retirement age may be engaged in economic activities, either regularly or occasionally (United Nations: Principles and Recommendations, 1998, page 79).

In Vietnam, both two censuses chose age of 13 as the minimum age limit to collect information on economic activities and employment and not define the maximum age limit for this demand. That is, the population aged 13 and over at the time of census must be required to provide information on economic activities and employment.

7.2. Reference period

This is the fundamental period to define economic activities of population aged 13 years and over. According to ILO, there are two basic method to define economic activity status of population: 1) Define basing on a long reference period of preceding 1 year is that can provide information on the usually active population; or 2) Define basing on a short reference period, one week or even one day that can provide information on the currently active population.

In Vietnam, thus the content of censuses is very large and seasonal character in employment may be  significant, so that we use reference period of 1 year to collect information on usually economically active population. 

7.3 Definition

When applying the definition on “usual activities”, it should comply with 2 standards to determine the economically active status: Using condition of major time used for economic activities, or regulating the number of days or weeks used for economic activities.

In the 1989 and 1999 Population Census, the following definitions have been used to classify the indicator on economic activities: 

1989:

a) Employed in more than 6 months:

A person should be considered as employed in more than 6 months if in 12 months prior to the census, this person was employed in 6 months or more than 6 months, either he/she was employed in one job or more.

b) Employed steadily in less than 6 months:

A person should be considered as employed steadily in less than 6 months if in 12 months prior to the census, this person was employed in less than 6 months and in current time and in the future he/she is doing this job.

c) Employed temporarily in less than 6 months:

A person should be considered as employed temporarily in less than 6 months, if in 12 months prior to the census, this person was employed in less than 6 months and in current time as well as in the future he is continuing doing this job or he/she has stopped doing this job for a month before the time of census. 

d) Unemployed:

An unemployed person is the person who had not worked, currently available for work but not found any work yet. In 12 months prior to the census, this person had no work to do, or was employed in a period less than 6 months, and now he/she is currently unemployed in at least 1 month preceding the time of the census.

e) Students:

Included persons who attended general educational schools or any other kinds of school  with studying time above 6 months continuously in 12 months prior to the census. 

f) Home-maker:

Home-maker is a person who was engaged in household duties in their own home such as cooking, baby caring, washing... in a period above 6 months continuously in 12 months prior to the census.

A person who was engaged in household duties for pay or rent is not regarded as a homemaker and is classified into Employed in more than 6 months or Employed in less than 6 months according to their working time. 

g) Invalid:

Includes persons who are incapable of working for their own life because of theirs health and live on relatives’ or social subsidy. 

h) Other:

Included persons who are capable of working but do not work and have no demand for working (they live on subsidy of their parents, children, relatives or their own wealth) and retired persons that do not work for extra earning.

(The 1989 census, Administrative Report, Volume 2, The Page 324-325).

1999:

a) Employed:

Persons who have worked for income most of their time during the 12 months prior to the census, whether this time is long or short.

b) Homemaker:

Persons who had done housework most of their time during the 12 months prior to the census.

c) Students:

Persons who had attended school (general schools, professional schools, technical worker schools or other equivalent schools accepted by the Government) most of their time during the 12 months prior to the census.

d) Invalid:

Person who had not worked in any job occupying most of their time during the 12 months prior to the census due to health and/or emotional problems such as ill, disability...

e) No working:

Persons who had not worked in any job occupying most of their time during the 12 months prior to the census. People who are regarded as “no working” also comprise persons whose jobs that they did in preceding 12 months were not recognized by the Government.

7.4. Definitions on employment and unemployment

Economically active population, either “usually” or “currently”, could be classified into employment and unemployment. In the case of usually economically active population, the distinction could base on the status that occupies a major part of their time.

a) Job:

In the 1989 Population Census, we did not give out any official definition on job and employed persons. In 1999, job and employed persons is defined as following:

Job: comprises all working activities originating earnings that not be restricted by the law.

Employed persons: comprise all persons that:

· Be employed and paid in form of salary or materials (hired working);

· Organize and carry out work to gain earnings or profit for their own or their family (self-employee);

· Take part in producing and business activities of their own family not for pay (work in the household enterprise);

· Really be employed but now stop working temporarily because of ill, not working due to giving birth, vocation time, not working due to equipment break down or lack of production materials, etc...

Unemployment:

· In the 1989 Population Census, unemployed person was defined as following:


Comprise persons who have demand for working but have no chance to work in a last month and in preceding 12 months before the time of the census they have working time less than 6 months (The 1989 census, Administrative report, Volume 1, page 187).

· In the 1999 Population Census, determining the indicator of unemployment based on determining whether that person is regarded as “no working” or not. If a person regarded as “no working”, the fieldworker should ask whether that person have demand for working or not. If the person of “no working” category has demand for working, he/she should be unemployed person (Question 16 is coded as “5”).

Comparison:

The following table shows the relation of indicators: employment, unemployment and not economically active between the 1989 and 1999 Population Censuses.

Economically active status of population

Economically active status
1989
1999
Comments

Employment
Employed in 6 months or more
Working is the main activities in preceding 12 months 
Can be regarded as equivalent


· Employed steadily less than 6 months

· Employed temporarily less than 6 months 

In 1999: 

· Unemployed (if have demand for work);

· Not economically active (if have no demand for work)

Unemployment
Do not work at the time of census and in preceding 1 month and have demand on working
In major time within preceding 12 months do not work and have no demand on working
Not comparable

Economically inactive
Other categories
Other categories
Not comparable

The above table shows that, there is only the indicator of the population employed in more than 6 months in the 1989 Population Census could be able to compare to the indicator of Employed population in the 1999 Population Census..

8. Occupation

Individuals can be classified according to the variables occupation, industry, status in employment and economic sector only through their relationship with a job. This means that they must have been identified as being either employed or unemployed through the questions on economic activity. A person may have more than one job during a long reference period. 

According to the Recommendations (1998) of the United Nations, occupation refers to the type of work done during the reference period by the person employed (or the type of work done previously, if the person is unemployed).

In all the population census of Vietnam, employed persons are asked about their occupation. Occupation is defined according to the main work. In the 1989 Population Census, the main work is defined as following: 

· “Main work of a person is the work that takes major of his/her working time within preceding 12 months.

· For person has just alter their work and tends to do this work in a long time, this new work should be considered as a main work” (The 1989 census, Administrative report, Volume 2, page 293).

In the 1999 Population Census, main work is also defined similarly: “Main work in preceding 12 months of a person is the work that takes major of his/her time to work for earnings in preceding 12 months prior to the census” (The 1999 census, Interviewer’s manual, page 34).

The classification of occupation used in the 1989 census

However, in the 1989 Population Census, occupation was classified according to the “Occupation classification” promulgated by the General Statistics Office. This classification was designed with reference to other related classifications available in Vietnam at that time.

In this classification, each occupation was recorded in a form of code with 5 figures classified into 3 levels: level 1 comprised 2 digits; level 2 comprised 1 digits and level 3 comprised 2 digits. 

The classification of occupation used in the 1999 census

In the 1999 Population Census, occupation was classified according to the “Occupation classification” promulgated in 1999 by the GSO of Vietnam. This classification was designed basing on the International Standard Classification of Occupation (ISCO) and with reference to the “old” occupation classification.

The system of occupation classification was designed with 4 level: Level 1 comprised 10 occupation groups; Level 2 comprised 28 occupation groups; Level 3 comprised 116 occupation groups; Level 4 comprised 390 occupation groups.

In the occupation classification used in the 1999 , system of occupation was classified according to 2 main definitions: Definition on type of work and definition on qualification. 

Type of work comprises all duties and responsibilities accompanying the means serving it. Type of work is a base to classify occupation. 

Qualification is the ability to carry out all the duties and responsibilities required by a certain occupation. 

Thus, to classify occupation in the 1999 Population and Housing Census, it should based both on “main work” that a person does (Question 17) and on the highest professional qualification that he/she completed (Question 13).

For example: “Technicians and associate professionals” is name of groups of occupations in the various fields which require people who completed the secondary vocational or undergraduate qualification.

Ethnicity

Definitions, categories to determine ethnic characteristics of population in each nation was defined in order to meet the demand on collecting data.

In the population census of Vietnam, there is not any definition to determine what is an ethnicity and which is standard to define an ethnicity, they only based on self-determination of the respondents.

In the 1989 and 1999 Population Census, the principles in making questions and recording the answer of question on ethnicity have the same content.

 “The fieldworker would record the respondent’s ethnicity basing on the declaration of the head of household.

For child(ren) of a couple of deferent ethnic groups, or adopted child’s ethnicity is deferent from foster parent’s, or  children of a couple that one in the couple is foreigner: If this child is 18 aged and over, he/she could determine his/her ethnicity by his(her)self. If this child is less than 18 ages, the person who adopts him/her would declare basing on the ethnic of his/her father or mother.

For the foreigner have Vietnamese nationality, the fieldworker would record basing on his/her originative nationality” (The 1989 census, Administrative report, Vol. 2, page 285).

Although the principles in asking and recording the questions on ethnicity in the 1989 and 1999 Population Census are similar, the methods of questionnaire’s designed as well as principle of coding have some differences as follows:

For questions in the questionnaire:

1989:

The question on ethnicity in the 1989 Population census was designed in form of semi-close question. If the respondent answers that he/she was “Kinh”, circle the code 1 and skip to other question. If the respondent answer that he/she was not “Kinh”, circle the code “2” (Other ethnicity) and make more question on which ethnicity he/she was and record in the available line. The question has the following form:






Kinh

1







Other ethnicity

2







. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . 









1999:

The question on ethnicity was designed in form of open question. The fieldworker would record the ethnicity provided by the respondent in an available line. The question has the following form:











. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  . . . 




(Name of ethnicity)









Coding and processing the indicator on ethnicity in the 1989 and 1999 Population Census is based on an unique ethnicity classification of ethnicity groups. However, the methods of making code are slightly deferent between the 1989 and 1999 Population Census:

1989: If a person have circled code “1” (Kinh Ethnicity), the coder did not have to make code for this person and skip to others. So only for the person who have circled code “2” (Other ethnicity) and his/her name of ethnicity was recorded, the code recorder would make code according to the ethnicity classification.

1999: The coder have to code this item for all persons.

Comparison:

The indicators “Ethnicity” in the 1989 and 1999 Population Census have some differences in designing, recording the answer and coding, but their nature is the same and so that they can be compared directly.
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